
May 3, 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Easter (Good Shepherd Sunday) 
 

Dear All, 
 

Greetings from the Rectory! As we begin another week and enter even more deeply into the Easter 

season, we meet the divine person of Jesus Christ as the Good Shepherd. This image of the Divine 

One shepherding his flock is a powerful reminder that God never takes his eyes off his sheep – 

never! What joy and comfort this brings to the soul longing to abide under the attentive gaze and 

protection of the Shepherd. Under his care, the sheep have nothing to fear: not thieves, nor robbers; 

not lack of nourishment or protection; not isolation, nor abandonment. The reality of this brings 

reassurance to the soul and further demonstrates why we are to trust him ever more each day. But 

even with this image of Christ – the Good Shepherd – we still get caught up in the circumstances 

of daily life, distracting us and drawing our attention away from God’s care for us, His sheep. We 

are meant to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ, the guardian of our souls, so that we may remain 

truly captivated, nourished, and reassured by the reality of him – the Good Shepherd.  
 

In creating the world and everything within it, God looks upon what He has made and finds it very 

good precisely because it comes from Him, the source of all goodness. As His sheep – His creation, 

the works of His hands – are we able to do the same? Do we see the goodness of God incarnate 

and present in our midst? It is so crucial that when we do recognize and acknowledge that which 

is truly good within the world and, more specifically within ourselves, we are drawn back to God 

by the Good Shepherd himself. From the lips of our blessed Lord we hear: ‘no one comes to the 

Father except through me’. It is through Jesus Christ, who is the Good Shepherd and gate for the 

sheep, that we ‘will come in and go out and find pasture’ and ‘have life more abundantly’. But do 

we see that God’s Beloved Son, risen from the dead, is for us a font of goodness, and not a barrier 

to the freedom of what appears to be greener pastures? The Good Shepherd is not a threat, but the 

gate of electrical proportions, shocking us into the divine life of abundant goodness.  It is exactly 

this reality to which the saints caught on during their earthly life. Perhaps we approach the saints 

with a bit of anxiety in the thought that we could never reach the level of goodness they achieved 

during their lifetime.  It is indeed true that the goodness of all the saints only faintly reflects the 

goodness of Christ, or, put another way, the sum total of goodness of all the good people who have 

ever lived does not equal the goodness of Christ. And yet these sheep’s ability to spiritually 

capitalize on and develop the goodness God placed within them – growing in virtue and holiness 

– is contingent on their recognition of and calling upon the goodness of the One, True Shepherd; 

the gateway to the Divine Life of God. The saintly sheep of God see that the words of the psalmist 

are true: ‘The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want’. In and though the Good Shepherd 

we have everything we need and desire, for God cannot be outdone in goodness.  
 

Let us then, this week, ponder the awesome reality that indeed ‘the Lord is true to his name’ and 

is without question the Good Shepherd. We know the psalm, – 23 – and perhaps we can recite the 

words when called upon, impressing others’ eyes and ears with our dramatic, memorization skills. 

But much more importantly than being able to recite the psalm, do we know the Shepherd Who 

incarnates it? For it is through the gate of the Incarnate Word – the Good Shepherd – that our souls 

are transformed by the goodness of him who guards, pastures, and nourishes us in the Divine Life, 

leading us into the abundant goodness of God. 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ, now and forever! 

God bless, 

Fr. James Dodson 


